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owner, their just and their unjust struggles, the veteran with
his medals, who comes to make obeisance to receive his due
meed of welcome, the good and the bad of the moneylender
and his strangle-hold, the importance that the coming of the
rains has on daily life, the difficulties of the land revenue in
bad years, the methods of allowing rebate, the troubles over
women, the jinking of anklets, and the eyes behind the veil,
the searching questions of the district officer, the wise advice,
the judgment of Solomon that heals a quarrel or prevents
ruinous legislation; the killing once and for all, by a sharp
and firm order, of some evil-winded move . . . these were
and indeed are the daily sights of the touring district officer.

Every Committee-man from England should thus under-
go his preliminary month in the countryside where 90 per
cent of India live in the villages. His pleasure and his
edification would be equally developed.

This system, both in British and Princes' India, is the one
on which the administration is based, and it is essential as
the method whereby the people understand the Government
and its aims, for all Governments must have aims and
should explain them efficiently.

It is the decay of this system that is the universal com-
plaint of the countryside . . . decay because the amount
of work and correspondence that modern methods have
demanded have tied the district officer greatly to his office.
Not only have the legitimate demands and needs of expand-
ing services, of irrigation, of education and sanitation im-
mensely increased the indoor work, but every benevolent
crank has been allowed to try and foster the little activities
of the West among the peoples of the East. Many hours
have been spent in trying to obey the behest for fal-lal com-
mittees to try this and that measure, to get up local com-
mittees for this and that society, till the unfortunate man
cannot turn for the ckag' that flows in on him. Shirt-sleeve
government, on which India's happiness and content and
the British Raj depended, has been slowly dying, killed by
redundant attempts at efficiency.